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Abstract

The current study aimed to identify the relationship between the
of parents’ attitudes toward their children with intellectual disabilities,
and social support, for cases in day care centers specialized for
people with disabilities, and to reveal differences between the fathers
& mothers of people with intellectual disabilities in the variables of
parental attitudes, and social support, as well as revealing differences
in parental attitudes according to the gender of their children with
disabilities, the income level of the family, and identifying the
possibility of predicting parents’ attitudes towards their children with
intellectual disabilities through social support.

The method is the descriptive (correlational, comparative)
approach to achieve the objectives of the study, the study sample
consisted of (412) fathers and mothers of people with intellectual
disabilities, using correlation, the t test, one-way ANOVA and
regression analysis.

The results showed a positive correlation between parental
attitudes & social support, but the absence of a relationship between
parental attitudes, and between social support. The results showed,
with regard to studying the differences between fathers & mothers on
the parental attitudes and social support variable, that there are no
differences between fathers & mothers regarding social support. The
results also showed that there are differences between fathers &
mothers in favor of fathers, and there are a differences in parental
attitudes according to the difference of their children's sex with
disabilities and the income level of the family revealed that there are
no differences between fathers & mothers, as the difference in the sex
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of children (male or female) of people with disabilities has a similar
effect among parents, regardless of their income level, respond
similarly to the needs of their children with intellectual disabilities.
The results also showed that parents’ attitudes toward their children
with intellectual disabilities can be predicted through social support.

Keywords: parental attitudes - social support - people with
intellectual disabilities.
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