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The Effect of Using the Two Modes of Learning
(Blended - Distance) in Developing Some Professional
Cognitive Competencies and the Attitude Towards the
Profession of the Student Teacher Majoring
in Agricultural Sciences (Educational).

Prepared by:

Dr Tamer Ali Abd-El-Latif Al Masry
Abstract

The problem of the current study could be identified by the
outbreak of Covid-19 and the irregular attendance of students at the
Higher Institute for Agricultural Cooperation, specializing in
agricultural sciences (education). In addition to the low level of
professional cognitive competencies and the attitude towards
professionalism among students. Therefore, the study sought non-
traditional teaching methods to communicate with students and to
develop their Professional development competencies and attitude
towards the profession.

Digital learning and its applications are among the most
appropriate methods that can be used to communicate with students
and transfer knowledge to them. The blended learning and distance
learning methods are considered appropriate teaching methods now.

Therefore, the current study aims to determine the effect of using
the two modes of learning (blended- distance) to develop the
professional cognitive competencies and the attitude towards the
profession of the student teacher specializing in agricultural sciences
(educational).

The researcher determined the cognitive professional
competencies necessary for the student teacher and prepared the
curriculum and teaching methods course using the two learning styles
(embedded - distance). Then, the research tools were built including
cognitive professional competency tests, the measure of attitude
towards the profession and the calculation of validity and reliability
coefficients for them. The tools were applied before and after
teaching the course using the two styles.
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Results show:

— learning style (blended - distance) is effective in the
development of professional cognitive competencies of the
student teacher majoring in agricultural sciences. However, the
blended learning style is more effective than distance learning in
the development of professional cognitive competencies.

— The effectiveness of the blended learning style in developing the
attitude towards the profession, and the lack of positivity of
distance learning in the development of the attitude towards the
profession.

— There is a medium positive correlation between the student's
acquisition of professional cognitive competencies and the
development of the attitude towards the profession in relation to
the blended learning style.

— There is no correlation between the student's acquisition of
professional cognitive competencies and the development of the
attitude towards the profession in relation to the distance
learning style.

The study recommended including the concepts related to the
competency-based curriculum system within the curriculum and
teaching methods course. There should be an interest in including the
micro-teaching course at the Institute to develop the knowledge
professional competencies and teaching skills of the student teacher
and training them to use digital learning patterns and its applications
in the educational process.

Key words: blended learning, distance learning, professional
cognitive competencies, attitude towards profession
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